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UOCAVA & MOVE Act 

• The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act is commonly referred to as UOCAVA. UOCAVA 
provides the legal basis for qualified citizens' absentee 
voting requirements for federal offices. 

• The Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act 
(MOVE) amended UOCAVA and other statutes by 
providing greater protections for Service Members, their 
eligible family members, and other overseas citizens.  

• Among other provisions, the MOVE Act requires States 
to send absentee ballots to UOCAVA voters at least 45 
days before federal elections. 
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UOCAVA Voters: 
Uniformed-Service Members 
• An individual who is a member of the active or reserve 

components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard who is on active duty; 

 

• A member of the Merchant Marine, Commissioned Corps 
of the Public Health Service or Commissioned Corps of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA); 

 

• A member of the National Guard in activated status. 
 

• The spouses and dependents of individuals referred to 
above. 
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UOCAVA Voters: 
Overseas Citizens 
• 13-21-102(6), MCA: “Overseas voter" means a United States 

citizen who resides outside the United States who would 
otherwise be qualified to vote in the last place in which the 
person was domiciled before leaving the United States. 

• An overseas voter who is registered to vote in Montana.  

• An overseas voter who, before leaving the United States, was last 
eligible to vote in Montana and, except for a state residency 
requirement, otherwise satisfies Montana's voter eligibility 
requirements. 

• An overseas voter who, before leaving the United States, would 
have been last eligible to vote in Montana had the voter then 
been of voting age and, except for a state residency requirement, 

otherwise satisfies Montana's voter eligibility requirements. 

• “Overseas” includes Canada and Mexico. 
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Federal Post Card Application 

• FPCA 

• Two pages. 

• Must be accepted until close of polls on 
election day. 

• Generated by Federal Voting Assistance 
Program (FVAP). 

• Also generated by the Electronic Absentee 
System (EAS). 
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FPCA Signature Requirements 

• Acceptable signatures on FPCAs  
• Hard copy – mail/fax: 

• Signature (original or copy) 

• Electronically – email/EAS: 
• Electronic Signature; or 
• MT Driver’s License Number; or 
• Last four digits of SSN 

• Required information need only appear on the 
document. 
• MT DLN/Last 4 SSN does not need to be in the 

signature block. 
• EAS does not generate data into signature block. 
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Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot 

• FWAB 
• Four pages. 
• Incorporates an FPCA. 

• Allows voter registration and voting a 
generic ballot. 

• Used only if regular ballot is not able to be 
sent back to EA in time. 

• Must be accepted in place of regular 
ballot, unless regular ballot is received in 
time. 
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Federal Voting Assistance 
Program 
• FVAP 

• Works to ensure service members, their eligible 
dependents, and overseas citizens have the 
resources to vote from anywhere in the world. 

• Assists states in complying with UOCAVA and 
MOVE. 

• Agency that provides grant funding for the 
Electronic Absentee System (EAS). 

• Grant requires reporting. 

• Tracking Log is our reporting tool. 
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Electronic Absentee System (EAS) 

• Federal elections only. 

• Can be accessed beginning 45 days prior to 
election. 

• Allows qualified voters to register to vote, as well 
as request, mark, and email a ballot 
electronically. 
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UOCAVA & MT Votes 

• How are UOCAVA voters identified in MT 
Votes? 

• Absentee Type:   

• Military Overseas  

• Military Domestic  

• Civilian Overseas 
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Adding UOCAVA Absentee 
Status in MT Votes 
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In order to add an 
Absentee Request 
for UOCAVA voters, 
you must choose an 
Absentee Status (a). 
 
 
After you choose a 
Status, you can click 
the Add button (b). 

a 
b 



Adding UOCAVA Absentee 
Type in MT Votes 
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Tracking Log & Reporting 

• Tips and Tricks: 
• Review the log prior to the 45th day to become familiar with what 

needs to be tracked. 

• Fill in UOCAVA log as you receive and send, rather than just after 
the election. 

• Use MT Votes reports as much as possible. 

• EX-E01 or E-001 

• Receipt ballots into MT Votes as soon as they are received. 

• Keep all of your records/correspondence relating to UOCAVA. 

• Reporting due to SOS 
• In 2016, reporting is due on June 20th and November 21st. 

• The accuracy of these logs ensures the accuracy of the Federal 
Report. 
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Voter FAQs 

• Q: Can someone who is not registered to vote use the EAS? 

• A: Yes. The EAS allows any person who affirms qualifications and 
eligibility under UOCAVA to access a ballot (provided that person’s 
residence address can be matched with a ballot type). 

• Q: The system is unable to identify a ballot style for the voter’s 
residence. What should they do? 

• A: In a few rare cases, the EAS cannot match a voter’s residence to 
the correct ballot style. Check that the voter has entered the 
residence information in correctly. If they still have problems, 
contact the Montana Secretary of State’s Office. 

• Q: How do voters sign their ballot if they are returning their 
materials by email? 

• A: Voters submitting their materials via email can sign their 
coversheet electronically with their driver’s license number or the 
last four digits of their Social Security number. 35 



Voter FAQs (Cont.) 

• Q: How will voters know the ballot has been received? 

• A: Voters can track their ballot online at My Voter Page, or 
contact their county election administrator. 

• Q: When do voters have to submit their ballot? 

• A: Their ballot must be submitted to their county election 
office by the close of polls on election day (8:00 pm Mountain 
Time). 

• Q: Who should voters contact with additional questions or 
concerns about the EAS? 

• A: Contact the Secretary of State’s Office (406) 444‐7911, toll 
free 888‐884‐8683, or soselections@mt.gov. 
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Election Administrator FAQs 

• Can a voter cast a ballot in-person where he/she is 
stationed? 

• Military members may vote in the U.S. State or territory where 
they are stationed if they change their voting residence to that 
State or territory, even if they live on a military installation. 

• What if a UOCAVA covered voter from another State wants 
to apply for a ballot using an FPCA through our office? 

• If a UOCAVA voter whose voting residence is in another State 
wants to apply for an FPCA through your office, you can provide 
the voter with a blank form but should clarify that he/she will 
need to submit the form and cast a ballot in the voter's home 
State of residence. 
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Election Administrator FAQs 
(Cont.) 
• What is a "voting residence"? 

• For voting purposes, "voting residence" can be the State or 
territory where the voter last resided prior to entering military 
service OR the State or territory that the voter has since 
registered to vote in.  

• Even though the voter may no longer maintain formal ties to a 
residence, the address determines the voter's proper voting 
jurisdiction. Military personnel and their eligible family members 
may change their voting residence when they change their 
permanent duty stations, or they may retain their voting 
residence without change. This may mean that the family's 
Uniformed Service member has a different voting residence than 
his/her family members. 
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Election Administrator FAQs 
(Cont.) 
• Should I accept FPCAs received after the MOVE Act's 45-day 

deadline for sending ballots? 
• Yes. You should accept all FPCAs submitted before your State's 

absentee ballot request deadline for UOCAVA voters and send out a 
ballot as quickly as possible. 

• Which should I count if a voter submitted both a State 
absentee ballot and a FWAB? 
• When both a State absentee ballot and a FWAB are submitted prior 

to the State ballot-receipt deadline, the State absentee ballot should 
be counted. 

• Can the MOVE Act's 45-day deadline be moved from 
Saturday to Monday? 
• No. The 45-day deadline for a Tuesday election will fall on a Saturday; 

there is no provision in federal law for that deadline to slip to the 
next business day. In fact, it moves to Friday. 
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Outreach 

• Federal Voting Assistance Program 

• https://www.fvap.gov/ 

• FVAP offers electronic Voter Alerts – timely emails that 
keep voters informed about election dates, important 
deadlines throughout the absentee voting process, 
changes to State laws that affect how voters may request 
and cast their ballots, and other crucial absentee voting 
information. 

 

• Montana Secretary of State Website 

• http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/Military_Overseas/index.asp 

• Links to EAS and MVP sites 

• Voter FAQs 

 

40 

https://www.fvap.gov/
https://www.fvap.gov/
http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/Military_Overseas/index.asp
http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/Military_Overseas/index.asp
http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/Military_Overseas/index.asp


Best Practices 
• Assign a UOCAVA specialist in your office. 
• Duties might include: 

• Receipt in ballots 
• Remember:  UOCAVA Voters must be able to track ballot status 

on My Voter page. 

• Regularly log into the EAS and fix any issues that might 
come up for your county 

• Report tracking 

• Reach out to UOCAVA voters 

• Update UOCAVA information as it comes in. 
• Receipt in ballots 

• Input data into tracking log 
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2014 Stats & Data 

• 607 voters logged onto the EAS in 2014. 

• 575 voters generated a ballot. 
 

• The last week leading up to the 2014 general 
election, 238 voters used the EAS. 
 

• In 2014, Blaine, Chouteau, Daniels, Garfield, 
Glacier, Granite, Powder River, Powell, 
Roosevelt and Sanders encountered their first 
EAS users. 
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2014 Stats & Data 
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2014 Stats & Data 
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2014 Stats & Data 
• Statement: Please tell us what you like about obtaining your ballot 

online. 
• Responses:  

• “I don't have to mail it, and I can just do it online.” 
• “Very easy to complete from an overseas location!” 
• “Makes it easy, giving me more time to research my position on the 

issues instead of struggling to figure out how to cast my votes.” 
• “It is so very easy and convenient.” 
• “Very easy to do, I am very busy, being military and away from home, 

and voting would be very difficult otherwise.” 
• “Could do it at work with military.” 
• “I am in the military. The first time I voted by e-mail from Afghanistan. 

This time I voted from Texas. Thanks for making it easier for me to stay 
connected and vote in my state of residence.” 

• “I'm serving in the Army overseas so this method is just easier than a 
mail in ballot.” 

• “I did have to call in to figure out the system but it worked pretty well.” 
• “This allowed me to vote easily even though I am deployed overseas.” 
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2014 Stats & Data 
• Statement: Please tell us how the State should improve this 

method of delivering ballots on-line. 

• Responses:  
• “Maintain voting secrecy. I don't want election officials to know 

who I voted for. Also, make submitting ballots more convenient. I 
don't want to download, then email my ballot, and then have to call 
them again to check.” 

• “This was simple to understand and complete, no issues.” 

• “I can't think of anything. You guys did a really great job! I am 
especially proud to be a Montanan today.” 

• “Nothing comes to mind right now.”    

• “Not sure how to confirm.” 

• “Provide links to be able to research the candidates so the voters 
can be better informed.” 

• “Extend the 60 minute time-out...” 
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Montana Voters Accessed EAS in 
57 Countries in 2014 

• Argentina 
• Australia 
• Austria 
• Bangladesh 
• Belgium 
• Bolivia 
• Brazil 
• Cameroon 
• Canada 
• Chile 
• Costa Rica 
• Czech 

Republic 
• Denmark 
• Dominica 
• Ecuador 

• Egypt 
• Finland 
• France 
• Germany 
• Ghana 
• Guam 
• Guatemala 
• Haiti 
• India 
• Indonesia 
• Israel 
• Italy 
• Japan 
• Jordan 
• Korea 
• Kyrgyzstan 

• Lebanon 
• Macedonia 
• Mexico 
• Mongolia 
• Netherlands 
• New Zealand 
• Norway 
• Pakistan 
• Peru 
• Philippines 
• Portugal 
• Romania 
• Rwanda 
• Serbia 
• Singapore 
• Spain 

• Sweden 
• Switzerland 
• Thailand 
• Turkey 
• Uganda 
• Ukraine 
• United Arab 

Emirates 
• United 

Kingdom 
• Venezuela 
• Vietnam 
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Important Dates to Remember 
• April 22, 2016 

• Send ballots to UOCAVA voters for primary election. 
• April 25, 2016 

• Last day to certify with SOS that UOCAVA ballots were sent. 
• June 13, 2016 

• Deadline to receive electronically submitted ballots and FWABs 
that were sent by 8:00 pm on election day. 

• June 20, 2016 
• Completed UOCAVA tracking log due to SOS. 

• September 23, 2016 
• Send ballots to UOCAVA voters for primary election. 

• September 26, 2016 
• Last day to certify with SOS that UOCAVA ballots were sent. 

• November 14, 2016 
• Deadline to receive electronically submitted ballots and FWABs 

that were sent by 8:00 pm on election day. 
• November 21, 2016 

• Completed UOCAVA tracking log due to SOS. 
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